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know whether your plaster panel is cured. 
 
Moist curing a wall is done by opening up the pores of the plaster with a fine mist, around the 
whole building, then a more direct spray from the top down until you see water weeping from the 
weep holes, fully saturating the plaster.  
 
Interval 
The interval of time between the scratch and brown in the UBC has been 48 hours for years. 
However it was thought in the industry for a long time that curing the scratch for 7 days and 
curing the brown for 21 days produced a better plaster job. Many now believe that placing the 
brown coat over a green scratch coat produces greater crack resistance because the panels 
cure together. This is moving towards the installation procedure contained in 2508.6 of the 
1997 UBC. 
 
In fact we have companies in Northern California that precisely mix their plaster so that it can 
be applied in one pass, a full ¾”inch. The reason for having a scratch and brown is simple, to 
keep the plaster on the wall and off your shoes. It has to be spread in two thinner panels 
instead of one complete scratch/brown combination. We find a better chemical bond when the 
two coats are applied and cured in close conjunction. We also find greater crack control. 


